Critical Reviews

Criteria Sheet

HIS 460
An essential part of being both a historian and an informed individual is learning to be a critical reader.   Thus, these writing assignments are intended to help you gain a deeper understanding of the notion of reform in Islam; hone your ability to analyze scholarly arguments (i.e. sharpen your critical reading and thinking skills) and; help you develop more effective writing. 

Each participant will be required to write four (4) reviews of the weekly reading assignments to be submitted on the day of the discussion of that topic.  Reviews should briefly summarize the author’s argument, comment on the sources used to complete the study, and assess the work’s overall worth (i.e. do you buy what they’re selling?). Each review will be 1000 words in length. You may chose to write your review for any 4 given weeks however, at least one must be turned in during weeks 2-6 the others may be turned in at any time.  All reviews must be double spaced with one inch margins with a font no larger than 12 point and should follow the organization outlined below:

1. A Brief (1-2 paragraphs) summary of the readings for a given week and the author/s main arguments or theses.  

2. A detailed examination (3-5 paragraphs) of what you perceive as the most important points of the readings and whether or not you find their positions convincing (i.e. what are the strengths and weaknesses of the readings)
3. A summation (1-2 paragraphs) which sums up your opinion of the book and whether or not you feel it a worthwhile read (and WHY!)

Essays are due at the beginning of the class session in which we are discussing those particular. No exceptions.

